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Presentation Summary
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Item on Agenda: Agenda Item 25
DOCUMENT TITLE:  Anticipated Outcomes from the Constellations in 2010 – Strategic 

         Discussion
SUMMARY AND PURPOSE:   To engage CEOS 23rd Plenary participants in a strategic discussion about the CEOS Virtual Constellations for GEO activities in 2010
ACTION PROPOSED:  None
BACKGROUND:  Atmospheric Composition, Land Surface Imaging, Ocean Colour Radiometry, Ocean Surface Topography, Ocean Surface Vector Wind, and Precipitation Constellations for GEO have been established.
CURRENT PROGRESS:  Existing six Constellations are extremely successful and are engaged in various stages of the following activities:

· Collaboration in cal/val and algorithm development
· Agreement for timely exchange of data and products
· Standardization of products and formats
· Generation of integrated, multi-mission products and distribution from a central site
· Training & capacity building for both researchers and operational users
· Definition of requirements for future systems
· Harmonization of orbits to optimize observational coverage
A WAY FORWARD:  The opportunity exists to more fully realize the objective of CEOS through the Virtual Constellations.  CEOS could make a major contribution to achieving GCOS Essential Climate Variables (ECVs) by encouraging the initiation of new Constellations as well as strengthening existing Constellations.  Ideas for new Constellations include:  Sea Surface Temperature, Radio Occultation, and Sea Ice.
